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Project Name: International Cooperative School, Binhai New Town,

Beilun, Ningbo, China (international competition, first prize)
Location: Beilun, Ningbo, China

Function: Education

Design Period: 2011

Site Area: 13.78 ha.

Project Area: 60800 m?

Architect: DC Alliance

Project Architects: Cui Zhe, Ping Gang

Project team: Li Jia, Mou Xiaotong, Wen Xueling, Wu Bo, Zhu Jiasheng

DC Alliance has addressed a cultural issue through the design of
International Cooperative School in Beilun. In the process of design,
DC Alliance emphasizes the innovative understanding of education
architecture, the possibility of cultural continuity, and respect to
natural environment.

As architects, we believe the fountain head of education is not about
“teaching&learning”, but “arousal& enlightenment”, therefore,

we infuse the concept of “designed encounter” and “learning
everywhere” in this project. The whole school and surroundings
could be understood as a open class room. In the light of this
concept, the wholeness of site planning become the first subject of
design research. Integrated three-dimensional or multi-dimensional
spatial thinking franscends the traditional two-dimensional planning
methodology in design process, so that the design has an inborn
learning atmosphere. In the same time, our focus has shifted from

a single building fo the space in-between. The planning attempts to
achieve an open, but connected spatial network, which forms the
framework for future sustainable development. The open space is
integrated with architecture and become an autonomous whole.
Firstly, we introduce the urban design methodology into architecture,
which focus on the control of the spatial order between buildings,
rather than the form of individual elements. Secondary, we attempt to
create a spatial diversity, which means the diversity of spatial use and
temporal elements. Different spatial patterns correspond to different
needs. Various encountering spaces scatter through the whole
campus beyond the teaching area.

In terms of the relationship between buildings and natural
environment, we highly value the landscape ecology.

Base on the research and understanding of the needs of clients and
users, the environmental surroundings, we are trying to create a multi-
dimensional sustainable education community in this school design.
The key elements of the design are:
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Valley: a open space forms a spine of this school full of activities and
energy

Area: the three most important outdoor spaces around two residential
halls and art gallery in the middle.

Section: the whole building complex is divided into for sections by
three areas, which infroduces a spatial rhythm throughout the spatial
experience.

Node: there are six basic teaching units built above the spatial spine:
valley.

Courtyard: seven courtyards located between class rooms,
administration building and two corridors.

Under this design sirategy, a diverse and adaptable campus has
been revealed. The simple outlook of the building under the help

of local building material creates a unique atmosphere. We can
imagine the students could have a valuable experience and memory
studying in this atmosphere.
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